I would like to nominate Bill Brosius for the USSA One-Design Leadership Award.

Contact info:

Bill Brosius

9342 Johnson Point Rd., Olympia Wa 98516

stars@ssssclub.com

(360) 357-6932

me:

Steve Worcester

2425 Otis, Olympia Wa 98501

other-1@comcast.net

(360) 352-9283

club

The South Sound Sailing Society

Budd Inlet Star Fleet

PO Box 1102, Olympia Wa 98507

Bill has been supporting the sport for decades. However, I am nominating him now for his founding and building of the Budd Inlet Star Fleet. He started with one boat, his, growing to over 25 boats now, with very realistic hopes of more than thirty by next spring. Let me elaborate.

Before moving up Sound to Olympia, Bill was active with the Corinthian Yacht Club of Tacoma. He joined the Star fleet there, racing his own Star and helping others, particularly the younger racers, set up and improve their boats. He raced on other people’s PHRF boats. That is when he was not serving as Principle Race Officer for the PHRF fleet . He was also actively involved with the Sea Scouts.

On arriving in Olympia in the 1990s he joined the South Sound Sailing Society, our parent club, and started racing his Star PHRF. He was recruited to run our dinghy racing program. He did this for many years, using his own small power boat, until he was too involved with the Star Fleet to do both. He still lets the club use his runabout for the dinghy program, mark work, and what have you, while turning down offers of even gas money. The South Sound Sailing Society has honored him with our Sportsmanship Award for his contributions to our club even before the Star Fleet was started. 

When we heard about Rick Peters, an avid Star sailor, organizing a fleet of older Stars in Marina Del Ray California, he thought that was a good idea. He found three old Stars sitting unused at the Tacoma Yacht Club and two more on the west side of Puget Sound. More importantly, he talked five of us into buying them. With his help we got them put back together and started racing. The fleet was started. That was 2001.

Since then he has been locating old boats for people, usually going to get them in his truck. As local boats got scarce he has brought back boats from California, Colorado, and even the east coast. When he retired he moved ashore and built a shop just to work on the Stars. Most of these boats required some work, a few required recoring of decks and/or hulls. This he has done at what he says is cost of materials, but which we, the fleet, feel is well below that. Stars are a high maintenance boat and he has helped most of us repair and improve our boats. I think he has painted all of them at least once. He has restored several woodies that not only look beautiful but are being actively raced in our fleet. He has several boats he is working on this winter.

From the beginning it has been fleet policy to loan any boat not being raced to anyone interested in Stars. The first year I ran his Star into his power boat, from which he was running the race! No problem for Bill. Before loaning people a boat to race, he takes them out and teaches them the boat. Last year we dedicated a day to taking out kids to introduce them to sailing, in support of a program of our parent club, the South Sound Sailing Society. Bill spent time lining up boats and skippers, even though none of the kids will be racing Stars, at least not for a few years. He has a standing invitation to take anyone sailing.

We started and ended this season with regattas with 19 boats on the starting line. A couple of the boats were on loan to sailors from the Seattle Fleet. Over the summer 29 different skippers raced with us this year. We have come a long way from the original six boats.

In 2006 we joined the ISCYRA and became an official Fleet. With 16 dues paying ISCYRA members, and an other dozen boat owners who have not yet joined, we are one of the largest Star Fleets on this coast. We sent a boat to the Star Worlds in San Francisco last year and are hoping to send one to next year’s in Miami. Bill went along to support them; he repaired the collision damaged hull/deck seam to make the boat usable. While there he helped others get their boats ready and volunteered to help the RC, measuring boats and going out on a mark boat. He raced in a Masters Star regatta on the East coast last year. He raced on a boat from an other Fleet in the North Americans this year. After the North Americans he brought home a boat campaigned by a team from New Zealand to repair for her owner. As I write he is pulling her cross country to be raced on the East coast by her owner. 

For all that he has done for the sport of sailing, and particularly for the building of the Budd Inlet Star Fleet, we feel Bill Brosius deserves this award.

To furher make the point, we have posted a slide show on the web at www.ssssclub.com/brosius/bill.ppt (must have PowerPoint on your computer). Left click to advance slide.

If using IE, right click and choose Full Screen

Thank you for your consideration

Steve Worcester, 

Budd Inlet Star Fleet Secretary and South Sound Sailing Society Board Member

on behalf of the Fleet and Club

